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What is a Bolder Banking initiative?
GSBC’s Bolder Banking® campaign highlights the bold, innovative ways community banks are solving challenges and serving their customers and communities. The Bolder Banking Scholarship was created as an extension of this campaign to recognize and reward those forward-thinking efforts.

How does the association promote the scholarship?
Associations are encouraged to promote the scholarship through member newsletters, website announcements, and other communications channels. GSBC provides ready-to-use copy and materials in the scholarship media kit for consistency in messaging.

How do banks submit nominations?
Associations should share the scholarship opportunity with their members using the provided newsletter copy.

Member banks may nominate themselves or another bank by completing either the online nomination form or the PDF form (depending on the association’s chosen process).

How are recipients selected?
Associations may choose one of two selection options:
1. Association-Led Process – Distribute and collect the PDF nomination forms, select a recipient internally, and inform GSBC of the chosen bank.
2. GSBC-Led Process – Share the online nomination form; GSBC will collect submissions and convene a small Alumni Advisory Board committee to review nominations and select a recipient on the association’s behalf. GSBC will then notify the association of the result.

Associations are encouraged to select the process that best aligns with their governance and member engagement practices.

What are the key dates?
· Nomination deadline: February 1, 2026
· Recipient announcement: March 1, 2026

How is the scholarship awarded?
GSBC and the association jointly present the scholarship as follows:
· GSBC creates a certificate and emails it to the association for printing or presentation.
· The association may present the award at a time and venue of its choosing.
· GSBC contacts the recipient bank directly with award details and enrollment instructions.
· Recipient banks must designate an employee to attend GSBC within three (3) calendar years of receiving the award.




How will recipient banks’ stories be shared?
GSBC develops an audience-specific news release for both the association and the recipient bank to announce and celebrate the award.

Recipient banks are also invited to share their story on GSBC’s Bolder Banking® Podcast, which reaches a wide audience across GSBC’s community and the broader banking industry.

Who can we contact with questions?
Blair Suddarth, Marketing Manager, Graduate School of Banking at Colorado
bsuddarth@gsbcolorado.org | 720-892-6898

Who are the past recipients?
2023
· Iowa Trust & Savings Bank (IA)
· First Federal Bank (ID)
· Citizens Bank of Kansas (KS)
· New Market Bank (MN)
· Kirkwood Bank (ND)
· Core Bank (NE)
· Quail Creek Bank (OK)
· Banner Capital Bank (WY)
2024
· Clear Lake Bank & Trust (IA)
· Bank of Commerce (WY)
· Commercial State Bank (SD)
2025
· Chambers Bank (AR)
· First Federal Bank of Kansas City (MO)
· First Westroads Bank (NE)
· Jonah Bank (WY)
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